
 

Community Action 

Kentuckyôs 2008 annual 

conference, ñKentuckyôs 

Poverty Fighting 

Network...Building the 

Teamò, was held at the 

Marriott Louisville 

Downtown, June 3ð6 , 

2008.  Our host agency was 

Louisville Metro 

Community Action 

Partnership and we extend a 

special thanks to Mary 

Elizabeth Miles, Executive 

Director, for her support 

and for the assistance of her 

staff.  We had nearly 150 

participants from 

organizations all across the 

state. 

As a kick-

off to the 

conference, 

CAK hosted 

a Poverty 

Simulation 

on June 3, 

2008.  The Poverty 

Simulation 

enabled 

participates 

to 

experience 

the 

frustrations, 

obstacles and constraints of 

living with limited 

resources and trying to 

access services for lifeôs 

basic necessities.  There 

were 55 

participants and 

approximately 20 

volunteers.    We 

appreciate 

Representative 

Joni Jenkins (D. 

Jefferson) who 

took part in 

the 

simulation.  

We would 

like to 

express our 

gratitude to 

Northern 

Kentucky 

Community 

Action 

Commission 

for their help 

with this 

endeavor, 

Jennifer Belisle, 

Community Services 

Director for Northern 

Kentucky CAC who 

facilitated the event and to 

Louisville Metro 

Community Action 

Partnership for the 

recruitment of volunteers 

for the simulation. 

Along with our many  
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workshops for program staff and 

administrators we also had the 

distinct honor of having Eleanor 

Jordan, Executive Director of the 

Kentucky Commission on Women 

to be our luncheon speaker 

Wednesday, June 4.  Don Mathis, 

President/CEO of the Community 

Action Partnership from 

Washington, D.C., to be our 

luncheon speaker on Thursday, 

June 5 and to present a workshop 

that focused on helping 

Community Action Agencies 

research, write, and win federal 

grants that further their mission. 

Dr. Donna Beegle presented 

Concrete Tools for Working with 

People in Poverty and was an 

inspirational speaker that had 

many in the audience in tears as 

she shared her story and the 

power of those stories as they 

work toward greater self-

sufficiency.  She reminded the 

audience that they never know 

when that one thing they do to 

help a client will make a lasting 

impact that changes their life. 

We were successful at raising 

nearly $4,500 at our silent auction 

to support the work of Community 

Action.  During our banquet dinner 

awards presentation ceremony, 

Lynne Robey, Central Kentucky 

Community Action Councilôs CSBG/

LIHEAP Director, was honored as the 
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Jesse Amburgey Excellence in 

Community Action recipient and 

Brendia Moses, KCEOC 

Community Action Partnership 

Public Resource Coordinator, was 

winner of the Altha Jo Hamilton 

Volunteer Award. 

Community Action Kentucky 

appreciates all who attended the 

conference and actively 

participated in the auction to raise 

funds to support Community 

Action. 
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