
 

T he history of the 

Commonwealth of 

Kentucky includes a 

tradition of neighbor 

helping neighbor, 

particularly in times of 

great need.  The spirit of 

that tradition lives on today 

with The Walker Company, 

a Mt. Sterling based 

construction company, and 

Gateway Community 

Action Agency, a West 

Liberty based non-profit 

created to combat poverty. 

The Walker Company has 

built many roads that have 

helped connect rural 

Kentucky with the rest of 

the state.  Those 

connections are important 

because they help build the 

economic fabric of the 

state.  The Walker 

Company employee group 

wanted to help people in 

their communities and that 

is where the connection 

with Gateway Community 

Action helped make that 

happen. 

Gateway Community 

Action was created in 1974 

to build economic self-

sufficiency and combat 

poverty in five southeastern 

Kentucky counties, Bath, 

Menifee, Montgomery, 

Morgan, and Rowan.  The 

agency operates the Head 

Start program, which helps 

children get ready for 

school, workforce 

investment programs that 

train people and gets them 

ready for job placement, 

creates affordable housing, 

provides energy 

conservation services that 

can lower home energy 

usage by 20 percent, energy 

assistance for seniors, 

elderly, families with young 

children, and other low-

income families and many 

more. 

Debbie Helton, a 

spokeswoman for The 

Walker Company contacted 

Gateway Community 

Action and began working 

on creating The Caring 

Program.  The Company 

wanted to target and focus 

its donations to be used in 

Bath, Menifee, and 

Montgomery Counties, 

where its employee group 

resides.  Thus, The Caring 

Program was created in 

November 2005 and is 

designed to help people 

who are in crisis and in 

need. 

ñWe have been very 

pleased to work with 

Gateway Community 

Action because we see the 

incredible impact  they 

have had in our 

communities,ò said Helton.  

ñThis has been a great  
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partnership that has helped a lot of 

people.ò 

Her thoughts were echoed by 

Gateway Community Action 

Executive Director Dennis Gulley.  

ñBecause of their care and 

commitment to the community, we 

have been able to help hundreds of 

needy families over the last three 

years that we simply could not have 

done without them,ò Gulley said.  

ñThey have been a great partner in 

helping build a stronger 

community.ò 

Gateway Community Action is one 

of 23 Community Action Agencies 

that provide self-sufficiency 

services and combat poverty in all 

120 of Kentuckyôs counties.  

Gateway Community Action is also 

part of a nationwide network of 

1,000 Community Action Agencies 

whose promise of Community 

Action challenges agencies to keep 

their focus towards ñhelping people, 

changing livesò. 

In the fall of 2007, The Walker 

Company hosted a unique event 

called ñDozer Dayò.   This event 

gave children and adults the 

opportunity to get up close, explore, 

and even operate construction 

equipment.  It was a day of fun 

activities, free food, and exposure 

to the construction industry.  The 

net proceeds of the event benefited 

The Caring Program.  Dozer day 

events are held by some 

construction companies around the 

country, but this one is unique in 

that it is connected to Community 

Action.  The event raised more than 

$11,000 in one day. 

ñThis partnership shows how 

business and Community Action 

can work together to make 

communities stronger and increase 

economic self-sufficiency,ò said 

Community Action Kentucky 

Executive Director Kip Bowmar. 

At its 2007 annual meeting, 

Gateway Community Action gave 

special recognition to The Walker 

Company and its employees for their 

program and their desire to help 

make life better for those in need 

in their communities. 

ñWe believe this program gives us 

a great opportunity to help our 

communities,ò said Helton. 

It is a partnership that embodies 

the ñUnbridled Spiritò of 

Kentucky and Community Action. 

The Walker Company and Community Actionéééééé.ééééééééééééééé.....Continued from page 1 
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 I am of  the opinion that my life belongs to the community, and as 
long as I live, it is my privilege to do for it whatever I can. 

~George Bernard Shaw  



T he setting was an unseasonably 

warm day for October 17 as the 

Edmonson County Water Districtôs 

maintenance building reflected 

physical elements and remnants of 

yesteryear 1967.  A water pail with 

dipper, hand pumps, and system 

maps from four decades flanked the 

walls and floor of the manmade stage 

area of the garage.  The garage doors 

were thrown open to view both the 

Water District office out front and to 

the rear a russet wooded scene with a 

natural waterfall.  As more than 270 

people pressed into the shade of the 

building, Ken Slone, USDAðRural 

Development State Director, kicked 

off the celebration with the 

presentation of a $2,158,000 check 

for a new water system 

improvements project.  As the 

keynote speaker, Mr. Slone 

congratulated the Edmonson County 

Water District (ECWD) for 

celebrating its anniversary in as fine 

a manner as the District has 

conducted business for forty years 

with great relationships and good 

food. 

It was late 1966 when the North 

Edmonson and South Edmonson 

Water Districts were formed.  By 

March 1967, the North and South 

Districts were consolidated.  The 

forward thinking political leaders of 

the time recognized that consolidation 

would enhance the possibility of 

obtaining funds to build the water 

system while improving the overall 

management and operation of the 

system.  The first customers (473) 

received water service from the 

District by spring 1971.  Since 

Edmonson County Water Districtôs 

incorporation, the customer base has 

grown to 9,600 within Edmonson, 

Hart, Grayson, Warren, and Butler 

counties. 

Special acknowledgements were made 

to USDAðRural Development, the 

Kentucky Infrastructure Authority, 

Community Action Kentuckyôs Rural 

Community Assistance Program staff 

and congressional members 

instrumental in securing the 

financing of capital improvements 

projects in recent years.  Former and 

current board members alike were 

recognized for their service as well as 

Nelson Sanders and his wife, 

Pauletta.  Mr. Sanders has been on 

the job 24/7, 365 days a year for 

thirty-seven years serving as the 

General Manager. 

A barbeque lunch with dessert and 

drinks was provided to all guests 

including the Districtôs customers, 

federal, state, and local officials, 

contractors, suppliers, and district 

staff.  The Edmonson County Water 

District gave away door prizes 

provided by the District and the 

Districtôs suppliers.  All attendees 

received tokens of appreciation to 

commemorate this special occasion.  

This kind of customer appreciation 

demonstrates the Districtôs 

commitment to ñserve our most 

precious resource in a more efficient 

mannerò as Mr. Slone referenced in 

his keynote address. 

  

 

Page 3 

  
Edmonson County Water Districtõs 40th Anniversary Celebration 

USDAðRural Developmentôs                     

presentation to Edmonson County                 

Water District officials. 
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Foothills CAP Helping to Make Dreams Come True  
Robbie always knew that one day he 

would own his own home.  He didnôt 

know how it would happenðor 

when.  But he was confident it would 

happen. 

Robbie, 42, heard about Foothillsô 

Affordable Housing Program 

through a friend, former Powell 

County Judge Executive Bobby 

Drake.  Judge Drake, a Foothills 

Board member, knew Robbie would 

be an excellent candidate for the pro-

gram.  With some encouragement he 

nudged Robbie to apply for the pro-

gram. 

ñI wanted my own place,ò said Rob-

bie.  ñI just needed two things.  I 

wanted to be close to town and close 

to my mother.ò  He had lived with 

his mother, Nancy, all of his life so 

being close to her was important. 

Robbieôs application was approved 

and he was lucky enough to build his 

home on property about two miles 

from his motherôs house.  ñI felt so 

good when I found out I was going to 

get help,ò said Robbie.  ñI was at the 

construction site every single day.  

When I saw the finished house, I 

couldnôt believe it.  I was amazed.  I 

couldnôt believe that this was actually 

going to be my house!ò 

Robbie moved into his new three bed-

room house on September 21, 2007.  

Foothills helped Robbie secure an af-

fordable mortgage payment.  Robbie 

lives on a fixed income of SSI.  His 

house payment is under $200 a month. 

Foothillôs Affordable Housing Pro-

gram provides housing opportunities 

to low and moderate income families 

and individuals.  ñThrough homebuyer 

education classes and one-on-one 

homeownership counseling, we enable 

families who never believed they 

could own a home to become home-

owners,ò said Jimmy Stone, Director 

of Weatherization and Housing Devel-

opment. 

Foothills services are designed for 

people, like Robbie, who have lim-

ited income and little chance of buy-

ing a home through traditional hous-

ing programs.  Foothills partners with 

Citizens Guaranty Bank in Irvine, 

Whitaker Bank in Powell County, 

Kentucky Housing Corporation and 

USDA Rural Development to make 

affordable housing possible.  Funding 

is provided by the Federal Home 

Loan Bank of Cincinnati. 

Robbieôs new status as a homeowner 

has boosted his self-confidence.  

Robbie said he just wanted to thank 

all of his friends at Foothills.  ñI ap-

preciate everything they have done 

for me.  Through this process, 

theyôve been a big help.  Iôm very 

proud.  I have been blessed beyond 

measure!ò 

Foothills Community Action                   

Partnership Footnotes 

Media Use by the Average American 

Americans are projected to spend an average of 3,518 hours using the media this year, up from 3,333 at the beginning of 

the decade, according to the U.S. Census Bureauôs annual Abstract of the United States. 

As reported by the Associated Press, the projected number of hours of media use in different categories includes: 

1,555 hours watching TV, up from 1,467 in 2000 

974 hours listening to the radio, up from 942 in 2000 

195 hours using the Internet, up from 104 

175 hours reading daily newspapers, down from 201 

122 hours reading magazines, down from 135 

106 hours reading books, down from 107 

86 hours playing video games, up from 64 

Excerpt from American Society of Associations 
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Persistence Pays Off  for Choateville 
Our state tourism branch touts, 

ñKentucky is a place where spirits are 

free to soar and big dreams can be 

fulfilled.  We relish competition and 

cherish our champions for their will-

ingness to push beyond conventional 

boundaries to reach new heights of 

success.ò  Our experiences in commu-

nities scattered across the Common-

wealth confirm the boast. 

Even with the monumental decrease 

of grant funds, our communities are 

devoted in their efforts to providing 

potable drinking water and sanitary 

waste disposal to their residents.  One 

such example is that of Choateville in 

Franklin County.  The community is 

located mere minutes from the Capi-

tal.  For fifteen years the local health 

department documented raw sewage 

flowing from the ground and pooling 

due to inadequate soils.  The failing 

septic systems were contaminating the 

ground water and drinking water 

sources. 

Upon conducting a site visit and docu-

menting the number of children in the 

community, the Franklin County gov-

ernment responded by submitting a 

request for funding to their U.S. Rep-

resentative.  Based upon the dire need, 

not to mention persistence, the fiscal 

court received an Environmental Pro-

tection Agency Special Appropriation 

Grant to provide services to the resi-

dents of Choateville.  Although  still 

under construction, the project is near 

completion.  After all connections are 

made, the county is donating the en-

tire collection system to the Frankfort 

Sewer Department. 

Community Action Kentuckyôs 

RCAP program staff assisted the 

Franklin County Fiscal Court by con-

ducting property research and going 

door-to-door to obtain rights of way 

and authorization forms.  Deputy 

Judge Executive Fred Goins stated, 

ñWe would not hesitate to recom-

mend Kim Padgett and her staff to 

other communities.  The assistance 

they provided to us was not only 

efficient by timely.ò 

As a direct result of perseverance 

from all entities involved in the pro-

ject, seventy households will no 

longer have to worry about the pub-

lic health risks associated with raw 

sewage. 

Community Action Kentucky Annual Conference Planned 

Mark your calendars!  The 2008 CAK 

Annual Conference will be held at 

the Marriott Downtown Louisville 

on June 3-6, 2008.   

On Tuesday, June 3, individuals 

will have the opportunity to 

participate in a Poverty 

Simulation.  The simulation 

provides an opportunity to 

experience poverty in a realistic 

setting. 

We are excited that 

both Dr. Donna 

Beegle, 

author of 

See 

Poverty, Be 

the 

Difference 

and Don Mathis, 

President and CEO of the Community 

Action Partnership, will be keynote 

speakers and provide workshops. 

Individual tracks will include:  

Grant Writing, Assets for 

Independence, Finding 

Balance, Living Whole and 

Concrete Tools for Working 

with People in Poverty. 
Dr. Donna Beegle 

Don Mathis 


